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One of the largest AI 
associations in the world:
~4500 individual members
~30 countries







https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/eu-ai-alliance



What does the AI business world look like?







Big News? European AI 2014-2020















Take-away Messages

All participating countries emphasised the importance of a unified 
EU-wide AI approach in order to remain globally competitive. 

The majority of countries mentioned distributed but cooperative AI 
clusters across Europe as a suitable next step. Smaller initiatives 
are already laying the groundwork (Nordic AI Artificial Intelligence 
Institute, Benelux Association for AI, ROBOTT-NET, etc.). 

There are considerable differences between EU countries in terms of 
governmental initiatives and funding. Most of the investment in AI 
technology seems to come from industry and private funds.



Take-away Messages
Several countries mentioned a need to discuss realistic future 
scenarios, and found debates surrounding dystopian applications of 
AI, e.g. killer robots, to be hindering beneficial AI development. 

There are vast differences in public acceptance, usage, and 
uptake of ICT technologies across European countries. 

Overall, Europe has a very strong academic landscape concerning 
AI and AI-related research. 

Academia across Europe actively counteracts fragmentation 
between different AI-related disciplines and uses opportunities to 
cross-pollinate with industry and government.



Take-away Messages

The migration of academics and students to the US and 
China is a concern in most EU Member States. Almost all 
new initiatives surrounding AI involve activities related to talent 
creation, talent attraction, and talent retention at educational, 
training, and university level. 

Most countries view limited access to open data as a hurdle 
to AI development and several countries are working on suitable 
solutions. 



Take-away Messages

One country specifically mentioned AI as a technology for defence 
applications, but there are significant concerns within the AI 
community regarding the development of lethal autonomous 
weapons systems with a view that these should be banned from 
development. 

One country directly addressed our duty to future generations to 
develop AI in a beneficial and sustainable manner. 

One country acknowledged the possibility of AI as an existential risk but 
found this consideration less relevant for imminent developments in AI. 



Proposed next steps

Establishment of a European hackathon and/or innovation forum 
encouraging entrepreneurship. 

Consideration of the establishment of a European research 
centre for AI modelled on institutions such as CERN. 

Incentivising stronger inter-governmental collaboration to 
combat fragmentation across Europe. 

Investment and creation of a pan-European data infrastructure 
that makes high quality data sets available to European researchers 
and companies, beyond the existing Open Data Portals.



Proposed next steps

Support to facilitate and incentivise collaboration using European 
computational infrastructure and pooling existing resources and 
capabilities. 

Increased support for working groups/focus sessions and 
summer schools to train and educate technical researchers 
(including on ethical concerns surrounding AI and the development of 
responsible AI). 

Designing mechanisms to re-skill and up-skill the wider 
population in the use of AI tools and methods.



Proposed next steps
An increase in Europe-wide and national research funding for 
current and potential future AI systems, their novel properties and 
large-scale/wide-reaching impacts, such as safety. 

Support for explicit studies concerning the integration of AI into 
society that address and propose novel approaches to increase the 
societal benefit derived from technical advances. 

Developing incentives and forums to promote stronger 
interactions between European industry, SMEs and the general 
public to host large EU AI and robotics conferences (e.g. IJCAI) and 
showcase European talent and successful projects. 
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